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WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) delivered           the following remarks on the House floor today:

           "Mr. Chairman I rise in support of the Transportation           Equity Act and I thank Chairman Young and Ranking Member Oberstar,           as well as Representatives Petri and Lipinski for their hard work on           this legislation.

           "Mr. Chairman, this legislation is critical to meeting           our country's transportation needs, but it also addresses a very           serious problem that many of my colleagues who represent rural areas           face. That problem is the virtually total absence of broadband services           in rural areas. 

           "The Rural Interstate Corridor Communications study           included in this legislation will examine how a fiber optic cable and           wireless technology can be developed to establish high speed broadband           service in rural and underserved areas, to improve Intelligent Transportation           Systems (ITS) and homeland security applications, and to spur economic           development in rural areas. 

                             "This important feasibility study is a first step                             towards increasing the access to affordable high-speed                             Internet services in rural areas. The benefits of                             this study will be a tremendous assistance in attracting                             technology-based companies and information age jobs                             to rural communities. 

                             "The availability of high speed Internet access would                             assist rural communities across the country to attract                             new employers with technology-oriented high-wage                             job opportunities. I applaud Chairman Young, Ranking                             Member Oberstar and the committee for their foresight."
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